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MONTANA CENTER FOR THE BOOK JOINS HUMANITIES COM M ITTEE 
M ISSOULA-
The Montana Center for the Book — a state program to promote literature, writing, 
book arts, libraries, reading and discussion -- will soon join the Montana Committee for the 
Humanities, according to MCH Executive Director Mark Sherouse.
Based at The University of Montana-Missoula, MCH is Montana’s independent 
nonprofit affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, a federal agency that 
supports learning in history, literature, philosophy, languages and other humanities disciplines.
The Montana Center for the Book, an affiliate of the Library of Congress’ Center for 
the Book, has been administered since 1990 by the Montana State Library and later the Lewis 
and Clark Library in Helena. Sherouse said Library of Congress officials gave approval for the 
center to join MCH earlier this month.
“We are delighted to become the new home for the Montana Center for the Book,” said 
MCH Chair Stephen Fenter of Billings. “Appreciation of Montana’s great literature always has 
been a priority for the committee, and we are excited about the opportunity to forge new links 
in support of Montana’s writers, readers and libraries. This new relationship is a natural
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combination of interests, commitments and resources that will benefit all Montanans.”
The Library of Congress’ Center for the Book program was started in 1977, and now 
nearly 40 states have their own affiliate centers with programs to match state interests in the 
literary arts and reading. Sherouse said Montana is the third state in the nation to merge its 
humanities council with the state’s Center for the Book.
Established in 1990, the Montana Center for the Book has sponsored a variety of 
programs, including an influential 1994 conference titled “Against the Grain: Organizing 
Montana’s W riters,” which examined new trends in Montana literature. In 1996 the center also 
published Writing Montana: Literature Under the Big Sky,” which was distributed by Falcon 
Publishing.
“With the resources and leadership of the Montana Committee for the Humanities, we 
are confident that the Montana Center for the Book will enter a new phase of growth and 
service to Montana readers and writers,” said Helena businesswoman Bonnie Lambert, chair 
of the former center’s board of directors. She and five other members of the former board will 
continue as initial members of the MCH Center for the Book advisory committee.
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